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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1805

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmttee on Judiciary (originally sponsored by
Representatives O Brien, N xon, Kagi, Tom Sonmers and d i bborn)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 27/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to changing the nunber of district court judges;
amendi ng RCW 3. 34. 010, 3.34.020, 3.34.100, 3.38.020, and 3.38.040; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW3.34.010 and 2002 ¢ 138 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The nunber of district judges to be elected in each county shal
be: Adans, two; Asotin, one; Benton, three; Chelan, tw; Callam two;
Cark, ((+ve)) six; Colunbia, one; Cowitz, two; Douglas, one; Ferry,
one; Franklin, one; Garfield, one; Gant, two; Gays Harbor, two;
| sl and, one; Jefferson, one; King, ((tweaty-six)) twenty-one; Kitsap,
three; Kittitas, two; Klickitat, two; Lewis, two; Lincoln, one; Mson,
one; kanogan, two; Pacific, two; Pend Oeille, one; Pierce, eleven
San Juan, one; Skagit, two; Skamani a, one; Snohom sh, eight; Spokane,
ten; Stevens, one; Thurston, two; Whkiakum one; Walla Walla, two;
What com two; Wi tman, one; Yakima, four. This nunber may be increased
only as provided in RCW 3. 34. 020.

p. 1 1805-S. SL
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Sec. 2. RCW3.34.020 and 2002 ¢ 83 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) Any change in the nunber of full and part-time district judges
after January 1, 1992, shall be determned by the legislature after
receiving a recommendation fromthe suprene court. The suprene court
shall make its recommendations to the | egislature based on an objective
wor kl oad anal ysis that takes into account avail able judicial resources
and the caseload activity of each court.

(2) The adm nistrator for the courts, under the supervision of the
suprene court, may consult with the board of judicial admnistration
and the district and nunicipal court judge's association in devel oping
t he procedures and net hods of applying the objective workl oad anal ysi s.

(3) For each recommended change from the nunber of full and part-
time district judges in any county as of January 1, 1992, the
admnistrator for the courts, under the supervision of the suprene
court, shall conplete a judicial inpact note detailing any |ocal or
state cost associated with such reconmmended change.

(4) If the legislature approves an increase in the base nunber of
district judges in any county as of January 1, 1992, such increase in
the base nunber of district judges and all related costs may be paid
for by the county from noneys provided under RCW 82.14.310, and any
such costs shall be deened to be expended for crimnal justice purposes
as provided in RCW82.14. 315, and such expenses shall not constitute a
suppl anting of existing funding.

(5 (a) A county legislative authority that desires to change the
nunmber of full or part-tinme district judges from the base nunber on
January 1, 1992, nust first request the assistance of the suprene
court. The admi nistrator for the courts, under the supervision of the
suprene court, shall conduct an objective workload anal ysis and nake a
recommendation of its findings to the |egislature for consideration as
provided in this section. Changes in the nunber of district court
judges may only be made by the legislature in a year in which the
guadrennial election for district court judges is not held.

(b) The legislative authority of any county may change a part-tine
district judge position to a full-tinme position.

Sec. 3. RCW 3. 34. 100 and 1992 ¢ 76 s 1 are each anmended to read as
foll ows:

1805-S. SL p. 2
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If a district judge dies, resigns, is convicted of a felony, ceases
to reside in the district, fails to serve for any reason except
tenporary disability, or if his or her termof office is termnated in
any other manner, the office shall be deened vacant. The county
| egislative authority shall fill all vacancies by appointnent and the
judge thus appointed shall hold office until the next general election
and until a successor is elected and qualified. However, if a vacancy
in the office of district court judge occurs and the total nunber of
district court judges renmining in the county is equal to or greater
than the nunber of district court judges authorized in RCW 3.34.010
then the position shall renmain vacant. District judges shall be
granted sick leave in the sanme nmanner as other county enpl oyees. A
district judge may recei ve when vacating office renmuneration for unused
accunul ated | eave and sick |leave at a rate equal to one day's nonetary
conpensation for each full day of accrued |eave and one day's nonetary
conpensation for each four full days of accrued sick |eave, the total
remuneration for |eave and sick |eave not to exceed the equival ent of
thirty days' nonetary conpensation.

Sec. 4. RCW3.38.020 and 1984 c 258 s 23 are each anended to read
as follows:

The district court districting commttee shall nmeet at the call of
the prosecuting attorney to prepare ((a&)) or anmend the plan for the
districting of the county into one or nore district court districts in
accordance wth the provisions of chapters 3.30 through 3.74 RCW The
pl an shall include the foll ow ng:

(1) The boundaries of each district proposed to be established;

(2) The nunber of judges to be elected in each district or
electoral district, if any. In determning the nunber of judges to be
elected, the districting commttee shall consider the results of an
objective workload analysis conducted by the admnistrator for the
courts;

(3) The location of the central office, courtroons and records of
each court;

(4) The other places in the district, if any, where the court shall
sit;

(5) The nunber and location of district court comm ssioners to be
aut hori zed, if any;
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(6) The departnents, if any, into which each district court shal
be initially organi zed, including nunicipal departnents provided for in
chapter 3.46 RCW

(7) The nane of each district; and

(8) The allocation of the tine and allocation of salary of each
judge who will serve part tine in a municipal departnent.

Sec. 5. RCW3.38.040 and 1984 c¢ 258 s 27 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The districting conmttee may neet for the purpose of anmendi ng
the districting plan at any tine on call of the county |egislative
authority, the chairperson of the commttee or a majority of its
menbers. Amendnents to the plan shall be submtted to the county
| egislative authority not later than March 15th of each year for
adoption by the county legislative authority followng the sane
procedure as with the original districting plan. Amendnents shall be
adopted not |ater than May 1st follow ng subm ssion by the districting
commttee. Any anendnent which would reduce the salary or shorten the
term of any judge shall not be effective until the next regular
el ection for district judge. Al other anendnents may be effective on
a date set by the county legislative authority.

(2) The districting conmttee shall neet within forty-five days of
the effective date of changes in the nunber of judges to be elected in
each district court district, or electoral district, if any.
Anendnents to the plan concerning the nunber of judges to be elected in
each district court district, or electoral district, if any, shall be
submtted to the county legislative authority not later than ninety
days after the effective date of changes in RCW 3.34.010, and the
anmendnents shall be adopted not l|later than one hundred eighty days
after the effective date of changes in RCW 3. 34. 010.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

Passed by the House April 21, 2003.

Passed by the Senate April 11, 2003.

Approved by the Governor May 7, 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 7, 2003.
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